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Throughout the history of China its land mass has gone from vast to small and from small to vast. China underwent changes, and continuities throughout time period of 1450-1750. Socially, most traditions remained the same. Economically china slowly disappeared from foreign trade. Politically, they went under the reign of a different dynasty.

Tradition is very important to the Chinese people. Confucianism has been known in China since about 484 B.C.E.. A continuity that kept on taking place in China was the use of Confucian philosophy. For example, after the Ming fell, and the Manchus took over, the Manchu elites were schooled in the Chinese language, and in Confucianism. Kiangxi, for example was an emperor who was a Confucian scholar. He studied Confucian readings, and used them to apply them in his policies. Another similarity is one that comes as far back in the Song Dynasty, which was foot binding. Although, foot binding had been known for many decades it started becoming very popular during the Qing and Ming dynasties. The Confucian principle of making a women property of a man also shows the subordination of women in this strong patriarchal society.

The silk roads had slowly started disappearing as maritime trade grew, and as the Americas were discovered. That doesn’t mean there was no trade in China. China was an agricultural society, and when new crops were introduced it increased food supply, and helped for further population growth. Global trade brought thriving benefits to China, particularly in the early Qing Dynasty. They liked silver very much and they used it for fueled manufacturing and it helped support the silver based economy. During the seventeenth century, the Qing government tried to end maritime trade completely, because they were trying to pacify southern China. That policy had only a limited effect; they kept on trading, although it was only at a certain extent. For instance they only let Portuguese trade at the port of Macau. 

In the beginning of this time period the Ming were at rule. Later on the Manchu took over and established a new dynasty, The Qing Dynasty. A continuity would be the building on of the Great Wall of China. The wall has precedents going back to the fourth century B.C.E., although it is called a Ming Dynasty project, because the walls had fallen to ruins before the Ming got to reestablishing it. The mandate of heaven was still being used, although the name changed to “The Son of God”. Compared to the earlier time period know the emperor was seen as a sacred person that could only be seen by privileged people. Another continuity is that they still had the examination system for the males. The economic expansion of China took place with the absence of technological innovation, and the slowdown has to do with government. In the Ming and Qing they focused in political and social stability rather than technological innovations.
In conclusion, china is a region that was trying their best to fid political stability, but just like any other kingdom they faced their ups and downs. Throughout the time period of 1450-1750 China underwent changes and continuities in the social economic and political aspects.
